This is a timeline of events regarding the redesigning of Cooper Street. 

 

The process of redesigning Cooper Street to make it more pedestrian friendly was started by the CYBA in early 2008.  This is a culmination of work that started over 2 years ago when the CYBA hired Ralph Smith, a former city planner.  Mr. Smith now works with a firm, ETI.  We retained him to look at the various options available on Cooper Street that involved parallel and diagonal parking, medians, turn-lanes, traffic lanes and bike lanes due to safety issues on Cooper Street.

  

The design that was agreed upon by the CYBA Board and City Engineering in early 2010 is two traffic lanes, one turn-lane, two bike lanes and parallel parking from Central to Young Avenue on Cooper Street.  At Young Avenue, due to the narrowing of the street, the bike lanes would go into shared lanes with traffic with signage for two blocks to Southern.  The ongoing turnlane is eliminated and all on-street parking is preserved.

 
On-street parking is important to the continued success of our restaurants and retails shops.  We must retain all parking spaces on the street and in parking lots.  Here is a time-line of our meetings and talks recreated from emails, calendars, letters, and meeting minutes up until August 2010.  
April 22, 2008 - CYBA Board - Safety Issues on Cooper
July 11, 2008 - CYBA Board - Safety on Cooper - Pedestrians - Traffic Speed -Two Lane Traffic
July 14, 2008 - Bill Schaffer & Mary Baker - Safety Issues w/Cooper Street
Oct 28, 2008 - CYBA Membership Mtg - Two Lane Traffic
Dec 2008 - CYBA Board & Mary Baker - Safety Issues
Dec 9, 2008 - Rick Copeland, Mary Baker, Thomas Pacello - Initial Discussions 
Dec 15, 2009 - Ralph Smith, ETI - Cooper Street Walk-thru
Jan 13, 14, 2009 - Parking Spaces Measured for Diagonal Parking
Jan 26, 2009 - Ralph Smith, ETI - Overall plan of action
Feb 11, 2009 - CYBA Board Bike Lanes/Diagonal Parking
Mar 9, 2009 - Ralph Smith, ETI - Median Issue
Mar 12, 2009 - CYBA Board - Safety, Median, Bike Lanes/Funding Vote
Mar 24, 2009 - Design Acceptance from City Engineering
April/May, 2009 - Design Mockup to CYCA - Emily Bishop, Debbie Sowell at Toad Hall
Jun 2, 2009 - Jack Stevenson - Cooper Street Walk-thru
Jul 22, 2009 - Jack Stevenson, John Cameron - Repaving/Restriping Cooper 
Nov 11, 2009 - CYBA Board - Two Traffic Lanes/Bike Lanes/Repaving 
Nov / Dec 2009 - Discussions about Federal dollars to finance w/John Cameron
Jan 17, 2010 - John Cameron - Approval of design and public hearing 
Jan 18, 2010 - CYBA meeting w/Mayor Wharton
Feb 3, 2010 - Crosswalks / Bike Lanes Discussion John Weeden, Chooch Pickard, Sutton Hayes, CYBA, Mary Baker
Feb 8, 2010 - CYBA Schematic Discussion
Feb 11, 2010 - CYBA Next Steps on Improvements to Cooper Street
Mar 23, 2010 - CYBA / City Engineering hosted Public Meeting Held at Peabody School on Young Avenue

Mar 25, 2010 – Petition signed by 45 business/properties owners that states opposition to the loss of on-street parking on Cooper Street south of Young Avenue
Jul 27, 2010 - Received email from Anthony Siracusa regarding bicycle plans he would like to see that involve 6 foot bike lanes at the curb, bollards, parallel parking 8 ft from curb, etc.
Aug 9, 2010 – Emily Bishop asks the CY business owners to a meeting at Tsunami to discuss and hear plans for Cooper Street that Anthony Siracusa has designed

Aug 16, 2010 - Charlie Ryan and Anthony Siracusa meet at the CYBA offices to discuss bicycle lanes including the business owner’s perspective and the residential/cyclist perspective – no agreement is made
Aug 26, 2010 – Rumors and inaccurate information regarding the support by CY businesses for the CYBA proposed plan make it necessary to have another petition signed allowing the businesses to vote on where they would like to see bike lanes, parallel parking and the on-street parking issue.  All businesses owners on Cooper and Young except for Burke’s Books, Midtown Market and Fortunate Insights are on the petition. 

The results are:  out of 63 signatures, 57 business owners want the parallel parking at the curb and 6 owners want the bike lanes at the curb.  In addition, all 63 owners signed wanting to keep the on-street parking on Cooper Street south of Young Avenue.  This petition is on its way to Mayor Wharton’s office.     

